The village of Boppard,
Germany, in the Upper
Middle Rhine Valley

o B S

DOLTT
EROE 0

RS BN

L@ e

' unting, _and_' 0
food tradiion




times between Germany and France. Today, its quiet sqllares and gentle

church bells set the scene to learn that this was the birthplace of Nobel Pe e J B "B

Top:Uniworld's S.S. Antoinette laureate Albert Schweitzer. : ey = ~ Castle Vollrads in
) ; = Oestrich-Winkel, Germany
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Photo by Deutschland ) - ? ! : - 8 e Rhine and its tributaries form the backbone of German viticulture and
Angeliehtct =IEELHEER i L : making. Riesling is the king here, and while it's a single grape variety, it is an
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a parade of ancient castles glide by and hearing their history recounted by cruise

manager Kerstin Taschke. Her descriptions paint a vivid picture of the medie\‘/ng|S |S THE RO UTE MOST TRAVELED
archbishops, robber barons, and gmperors who once controlled these waterth.anLUXU RY R |VER CRU | SE S TO C APTU R E
of whom extracted tolls from passing merchant vessels. H |G H L | G HTS ALO N G TH E R H | N E .11

Sailing through the narrowest stretch of the river, named Lorelei for the mythical +
singing mermaids said to lure sailors to perish on the rocky shore, we gained even
more respect for the navigational skillssthA&ntoinet&aptain and crew.

STORYBOOK VILLAGES

Along the Rhine, you'll pass the borderlands between France and Germany
visit to the French province of Alsace. A world-class wine destination thanks t
sunny microclimate, this enchanting region of rolling hills is home to quaint villg
that seem untouched by the passage of time.

e town of Eguisheim, famed for its winding cobblestone streets and colorf
half-timbered houses festooned with ower boxes , is said to have inspired the
architecture depicted in Disriggauty and the Beast

For a taste of modern-day magic, sample a slice of Kugelhopf, an Alsatian cake!
with almonds and powdered sugar.

Kaysersberg, another architectural gem of Alsace, o ers a more rugged, dra
beauty, with the ruins of a thirteenth-century castle towering above the toJ&
Renaissance-era mansions. roughout history, this town has changed hands fg




The Castle Vollrads
excursion includes a wine
tasting and tour (opposite
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chameleon, changing its expression with the terroig
soil and climate. Styles—based on sweetness—
from bone dry (Trocken) to o -dry (Halbtrocken), &
medium-sweet late harvest wines (Spatlese), &
super-sweet (Auslese). Alsatian Rieslings, by con
are known for being completely dry with mo
complex oral and citrus notes. To help guests navi
the Rieslings and other local wines on the impre:
onboard list, the ship's sommelier hosts a pre-di
overview detailing the featured wines.

Fancy a red wine? ere’s a silky and delicate Ger
pinot noir called Spatburgunder. Speaking of gra|
one of the excursions ashore took us to a vin
tasting and cellar tour to learn about the centuries-#
“sour art” of turning grapes into ne vinegars, so
aged for decades.

HISTORIC CITY SIGHTS

While picturesque towns and farmlands oer .
pastoral pace on shore, along the way, there are s
vibrant riverfront cities to explore. e approach to
Cologne by river is impressive, dominated by the t
spires of the Cologne Cathedral piercing the sky.
gothic masterpiece, which took over six centurie
complete, is bathed in the ethereal, colored light§

Middle Left:
Cologne Cathedral

Middle Right:
Marksburg Castle

spectacular stained-glass windows.

Another cathedral for the ages dominates the citys(
of Strasbourg, known as the “Crossroads of Eurg
with its blend of French style and German charm.

e breathtaking gothic Strasbourg Cathedral
(Cathédrale Notre-Dame), this one constructed fro
pretty pink sandstone, was for centuries the wor
tallest building. Inside, visitors gather to watch t
Renaissance-era Astronomical Clock orchestr
a complex, animated display of mechanical gu
alongside a striking pillar of angels.

What time is it? Time to discover what's on the me
in Strasbourg! Especially terric to try is the Tal
Flambée, a paper-thin, crispy atbread topped
creme fraiche, onions, and bacon. Paired with a
glass of Gewdrztraminer, it provides the ultimate tg
to Strasbourg’s enduring Franco-German heritage.



Restaurant de Versailles
aboard S.S. Antoinette

MENU OF LOCAL DELICACIES

No matter where the day’s adventures take you,
the cultural immersion continues in the elegant
dining room 08.S. Antoinett®ne of the hallmarks

of Uniworld's cruises is a dedication to bringing
destinations to life through culinary programs that
translate the local geography into menus inspired by
the region. Since this journey takes guests through the
Netherlands, Germany, and France, the menu morphs
to honor the taste traditions of each region. From
morning to night, the ship's culinary team presents
a taste tour of the Rhine that showcases the art of
preserving and celebrating culinary heritage.

e crown jewel of comfort food must be the
schnitzel, a traditional classic of Central Europe.
is tender cutlet of veal, pounded thin and
breaded, is sauteed until the crust is a crispy golden
brown. Finished with a squeeze of lemon and served
with warm potato salad, chilled cucumbers, and
lingonberry jam, schnitzel is most o en paired with a
mineral-forward glass of dry Riesling.

The S.S. Antoinette
Grand Suite

The S.S. Antoinette’sSalon
du Grand Trianon




