
The village of Boppard, 
Germany, in the Upper 

Middle Rhine Valley

The Rhine River, �owing 760 miles from the Swiss Alps to the North Sea in the 
Netherlands, has been an artery of commerce and civilization throughout 
history. Today, it retains its title as Europe’s busiest waterway, a crucial route for 

cargo shipping and a bucket-list destination for river cruise travelers seeking to marvel 
at its medieval castles, historic towns, and terraced vineyards.

Whether you choose to head upstream from Amsterdam to Basel or downstream on 
the opposite itinerary, this is the route most traveled by luxury river cruises to capture 
highlights along the Rhine. Of course, no matter which way you sail, there will be 
plenty of so� pretzels, artisanal sausages, Riesling wines, and expertly cra�ed beers.

CASTLES ON THE RHINE
“Candlelight and wine, castles on the Rhine” are the famous lyrics from “�anks for 
the Memory,” a ballad crooned by entertainer Bob Hope.

While epic sights line the entire river, the highest concentration of castles rises along 
the Rhine Gorge, a scenic 40-mile stretch between Rüdesheim and Koblenz where 
the Mosel River meets the Rhine. �is section is so spectacular that it has earned 
UNESCO World Heritage Site status. You will pass over 40 castles and fortresses 
on this section of the Rhine, averaging nearly one every mile! Highlights include 
the imposing Marksburg Castle (the only hill castle on the Middle Rhine to escape 
destruction) and the romantic ruins of Rheinfels Castle, both in Germany.

�e  open-air sundeck of a river ship is a fantastic perch for castle-counting, and on 
board the Uniworld S.S. Antoinette, the day is marked by a festive food tradition 
called a Fruhschoppen. �is pub-fare brunch features a variety of chef-made sausages, 
so� pretzels, potato salad, sauerkraut with a selection of mustards, and other German 
and Austrian specialties. �e authentic tastes of the region, perfectly paired with 
crisp local beers and dry Riesling, enhance the eye-popping experience of watching 



a parade of ancient castles glide by and hearing their history recounted by cruise 
manager Kerstin Taschke. Her descriptions paint a vivid picture of the medieval 
archbishops, robber barons, and emperors who once controlled these waters, many 
of whom extracted tolls from passing merchant vessels.

Sailing through the narrowest stretch of the river, named Lorelei for the mythical 
singing mermaids said to lure sailors to perish on the rocky shore, we gained even 
more respect for the navigational skills of the S.S. Antoinette’s captain and crew.

STORYBOOK VILLAGES
Along the Rhine, you’ll pass the borderlands between France and Germany with a 
visit to the French province of Alsace. A world-class wine destination thanks to its 
sunny microclimate, this enchanting region of rolling hills is home to quaint villages 
that seem untouched by the passage of time.

�e town of Eguisheim, famed for its winding cobblestone streets and colorful 
half-timbered houses festooned with �ower boxes , is said to have inspired the village 
architecture depicted in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.

For a taste of modern-day magic, sample a slice of Kugelhopf, an Alsatian cake topped 
with almonds and powdered sugar.

Kaysersberg, another architectural gem of Alsace, o�ers a more rugged, dramatic 
beauty, with the ruins of a thirteenth-century castle towering above the town’s 
Renaissance-era mansions. �roughout history, this town has changed hands four 

times between Germany and France. Today, its quiet squares and gentle chime of 
church bells set the scene to learn that this was the birthplace of Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Albert Schweitzer.

TERRACED VINEYARDS
�e  Rhine and its tributaries form the backbone of German viticulture and wine 

making. Riesling is the king here, and while it’s a single grape variety, it is an incredible 
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WINE

chameleon, changing its expression with the terroir of 
soil and climate. Styles—based on sweetness—range 
from bone dry (Trocken) to o�-dry (Halbtrocken), 
medium-sweet late harvest wines (Spätlese), and 
super-sweet (Auslese). Alsatian Rieslings, by contrast, 
are known for being completely dry with more 
complex �oral and citrus notes. To help guests navigate 
the Rieslings and other local wines on the impressive 
onboard list, the ship’s sommelier hosts a pre-dinner 
overview detailing the featured wines.

Fancy a red wine? �ere’s a silky and delicate German 
pinot noir called Spatburgunder. Speaking of grapes, 
one of the excursions ashore took us to a vinegar 
tasting and cellar tour to learn about the centuries-old 
“sour art” of turning grapes into �ne vinegars, some 
aged for decades.

HISTORIC CITY SIGHTS
While picturesque towns and farmlands o�er a 
pastoral pace on shore, along the way, there are several 
vibrant riverfront cities to explore. �e approach to 
Cologne by river is impressive, dominated by the twin 
spires of the Cologne Cathedral piercing the sky. �is 
gothic masterpiece, which took over six centuries to 
complete, is bathed in the ethereal, colored light of 

spectacular stained-glass windows.

Another cathedral for the ages dominates the cityscape 
of Strasbourg, known as the “Crossroads of Europe,” 
with its blend of French style and German charm.

�e breathtaking gothic Strasbourg Cathedral 
(Cathédrale Notre-Dame), this one constructed from 
pretty pink sandstone, was for centuries the world’s 
tallest building. Inside, visitors gather to watch the 
Renaissance-era Astronomical Clock orchestrate 
a complex, animated display of mechanical �gures 
alongside a striking pillar of angels.

What time is it? Time to discover what’s on the menu 
in Strasbourg! Especially terri�c to try is the Tarte 
Flambée, a paper-thin, crispy �atbread topped with 
crème fraîche, onions, and bacon. Paired with a crisp 
glass of Gewürztraminer, it provides the ultimate toast 
to Strasbourg’s enduring Franco-German heritage.

“CANDLELIGHT

”
CASTLESAND ON

THE

RHINELYRICS FROM “THANKS FOR THE MEMORY,”
BY BOB HOPE

The Castle Vollrads 
excursion includes a wine 
tasting and tour (opposite 
top and bottom).

Middle Left: 
Cologne Cathedral

Middle Right: 
Marksburg Castle



MENU OF LOCAL DELICACIES
No matter where the day’s adventures take you, 
the cultural immersion continues in the elegant 
dining room of S.S. Antoinette. One of the hallmarks 
of Uniworld’s cruises is a dedication to bringing 
destinations to life through culinary programs that 
translate the local geography into menus inspired by 
the region. Since this journey takes guests through the 
Netherlands, Germany, and France, the menu morphs 
to honor the taste traditions of each region. From 
morning to night, the ship’s culinary team presents 
a taste tour of the Rhine that showcases the art of 
preserving and celebrating culinary heritage.

�e crown jewel of comfort food must be the 
schnitzel, a traditional classic of Central Europe. 
�is tender cutlet of veal, pounded thin and 
breaded, is sauteed until the crust is a crispy golden 
brown. Finished with a squeeze of lemon and served 
with warm potato salad, chilled cucumbers, and 
lingonberry jam, schnitzel is most o�en paired with a 
mineral-forward glass of dry Riesling.

A PALACE AMONG CASTLES
Uniworld’s river ship, S.S. Antoinette, is a �oating palace 
in its own right, exuding historical grandeur with design 
inspired by France’s eighteenth-century golden age. �e 
dazzling centerpiece of the two-story grand foyer, a 
huge sapphire blue crystal chandelier, sets the tone for 
the ship’s beautifully appointed suites and lounges with 
exquisite fabric wall coverings, classical furnishings, and 
original �ne art. �ere’s even a small spa and an indoor 
swimming pool on board where you can take a dip and 
sip the beverage of your choice as the scenery glides by 
the �oor-to-ceiling windows.

Celebrating its milestone ��ieth anniversary, Uniworld 
highlights each voyage with a special “Golden Party,” an 
evening of elegance from the menu to the music, where 
guests dress in gold. What a great way to cap o� a river 
cruise journey, weaving luxury, history, gastronomy, and 
discovery all along the Rhine.  

Visit Uniworld.com to discover this and other luxury 
river cruise journeys.

Restaurant de Versailles 
aboard S.S. Antoinette

The S.S. Antoinette’s Salon 
du Grand Trianon

The S.S. Antoinette 
Grand Suite


