
alm Springs is so much more than a resort town; it’s a living, breath-
ing museum where the glamour of Old Hollywood merges with the 
contemporary appeal of mid-century modern architecture and design.

Born as a sunny escape from winter chills, this California desert oasis is deeply 
rooted as a place of healing and rejuvenation. The indigenous Cahuilla people and 
first settlers recognized the area’s natural springs, but it was in the early twentieth 
century that the area truly began to buzz. Hollywood stars such as Frank Sinatra, 
Bob Hope, and Marilyn Monroe sought refuge from the flash bulbs of Los 
Angeles, establishing a reputation for laid-back luxury and poolside sophistication. 
Geographically just right, Palm Springs met the demands of strict contracts that 
required actors to be within a two-hour drive of their studios. The town became 
their exclusive playground, leaving behind a legacy of iconic homes, legendary 
hotels, and an air of vintage cool that still defines the city’s character.

Today, this rich heritage is proudly preserved and especially celebrated during 
Modernism Week each February. From its boutique hotels, fashionable shops, art 
galleries, classic car shows, and stylish restaurants to the city’s meticulously restored 
historic neighborhoods, Palm Springs is a pilgrimage for design enthusiasts and 
history buffs alike.
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THE PARKER PALM SPRINGS
The Parker Palm Springs is a microcosm of the city’s 
unique legacy and design evolution. Check into this 
Jonathan Adler-designed hotel resort set on thirteen 
acres of lush landscaping, and it’s like stepping onto 
the set of a glamorous 1960s-era film.

Behind the high white walls, Adler created an 
eclectic, maximalist fantasy that he describes as 
“happy chic.”

The playful interiors juxtapose traditional mid-
century shapes with bright colors, pop art, and 
witty accessories. Guests are greeted by a strik-
ing lobby lounge featuring macramé owls and a 
round fireplace. More than 120 original art pieces 
are featured throughout, including a lithograph 
from Marilyn Monroe’s last sitting by Hollywood 
photographer Bert Stern and an Op-Art piece by 
Hungarian-French artist Victor Vasarely (whose 
work is also featured at the Palm Springs Art 
Museum). Guests can explore these and more dur-
ing a complimentary art tour.

The walkable grounds, with winding palm-lined 
paths, maintain the tropical, secluded feel of a 
grand private estate, scattered with playful ele-
ments like a giant bronze banana sculpture, tiled 
fountains, and, of course, a lemonade stand sur-
rounded by lemon trees.

It’s quirky, quiet, and quite an adventure just wan-
dering the weave of walkways that can take you to 
breakfast on the terrace at Norma’s, a drink at the 
Mini Bar, or a chaise longue at one of the three 
saline swimming pools.

COURT OF PALMS TO PADEL COURTS
Originally built as a Holiday Inn in 1959, this architectural landmark was pur-
chased in 1961 by actor Gene Autry, an icon of Hollywood westerns known as 
“The Singing Cowboy.” Autry’s Melody Ranch home is a two-bedroom, two-
bath private residence available to guests of The Parker. Here they’ll find plenty 
of room to roam and classic cowboy memorabilia. Across the property, there are 
144 rooms, including 12 one-bedroom villa suites with private enclosed patios.

There’s no shortage of options for those who choose to leave the poolside 
cabanas or tree-slung hammocks. The 17,000-square-foot PSYC (Palm 
Springs Yacht Club) spa, cheekily decked out in maritime style, features yoga 
classes, a sauna, a steam room, custom treatments, an indoor pool, and a state-
of-the-art gym.

Outside, four clay tennis courts, two pétanque courts, 
a putting green, and a croquet lawn await. What’s 
uniquely exciting is the recent addition of two padel 
courts, now open for a sporty afternoon of the new 
fitness trend. Step aside, pickleball, fast-paced padel 
blends the elements of tennis and squash in enclosed 
glass-walled courts.

Explorations of the culinary kind invite guests to 
discover dining with decadence at elegant Mister 
Parker’s—where you can simply savor a martini or 
devour dishes from the menu. How about beef tartare 
with quail egg served with table-side service flair, fol-
lowed by scallops and caviar in champagne sauce?
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A
t the candlelit speakeasy Counter 
Reformation—where all seats are 
bar seats—dining is a discovery 
of eclectic wines by the glass 

paired with creative small plates and conversation 
in a room filled with religious relics, including a 
full-size confessional where you can sip and say 
what you like. The “calamari,” made with hearts 
of palm, and the lobster Bolognese, served twirled 
around a chopstick, are deliciously inventive.

Whatever you choose to do during your desert 
oasis escape, The Parker Palm Springs is a not-
so-basic base camp where you’re smartly situated 
to hike, bike, golf, and explore Palm Springs 
and other area towns, such as Palm Desert and 
Rancho Mirage. 

To learn more and start planning your 
stay, visit TheParkerPalmSprings.com.
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